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" So ended," Hyde afterwards wrote in Ir3
retirement, "a year of reproach and infamy above
all years which had passed before it; a year of
the highest dissimulation and hypocrisy, of the
deepest villainy and most bloody treasons, that
any nation was cursed with or under." When this
terrible and unnatural crime was committed,
the Prince of Wales was at the Hague, and the
news of it added to the despair that neither Dutch
hospitality nor youthful amusements could wTholly
disguise. " Within two or three days, the States
presented themselves in a body to condole with
him for the murder of his father, in terms of
great sorrow " ; and the clergy, also, came to
him with a Latin oration to perform the same
office.

The situation, however, was too grave for
prolonged mourning, and some plan of action
had to be drawn up. For already the Queen-
mother was demanding her son's presence in
Paris, while his counsellors, on the other hand,
were scheming for an invasion of England
through either Scotland or Ireland. Charles,
having so recently thrown off his mother's
influence, naturally had no desire to fall under
it again so soon. Nevertheless, he saw himself
bound to submit sooner or later, for money was
short and he could not live indefinitely on the